
            Johnson State College   

   Spring 2010 First Year Seminars 

The Language of Film         Instructor: Sherlock Terry 
T/TH   4:00-5:15     DEW 177  ENG-1330-J01 
  

Just as learning a foreign language  requires a sensibility for rules and  structure, effective communication using film & video        
requires an understanding of the filmic conventions that have grown up over 100 years of film history.   Understanding these  
conventions is  especially important as changes in computer  technology bring the tools for video creation to the PC desktop.   
3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÅÅ ÕÎÐÒÅÃÅÄÅÎÔÅÄ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÖÉÄÅÏ ȰÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȱ ÉÎ ÂÏÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ  ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ ÁÎÄ               
professional careers.   
4ÈÅ Ȱ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ &ÉÌÍȱ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÁÎ ÏÖÅÒÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÏÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ  ÍÏÖÉÎÇ-picture author, both in historical/cultural perspective 
and as a means of artistic expression.  Coursework will include reading assignments, film screenings, writing and analysis,  and 
scripting, shooting  and editing videos.  Class work will be done  individually, and in small production teams.   

Globalize It? The ôGoodsõ and ôBadsõ of International Trade     Instructor: Henrique Cezar 
T/TH 2:30-3:45 MAR 225 BUS-1710-J01 

 

Do you know how long it takes to make the shoes you are wearing? Do you have an idea how many countries are    
involved in the process of making your t-shirt? This FYS will explain that, and other important concepts involved in 
producing and trading in a global world.  Concepts such as globalization, international trade and cultural differences 
will be explored in this course.  Students taking this FYS will go on a day trip to Canada, where they will apply concepts 
discussed in Class, and observe how another country perceives international trade. 

Music and Culture in New Orleans        Instructor: Clyde Stats 
M/W 11:30-12:45 DIB 202  MUS-1160-J01 

 

4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÌÏÏËÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ȰÇÕÍÂÏȱ ÏÆ .Å× /ÒÌÅÁÎÓȢ  "ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ    
ÆÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ-American, Franco-American and Anglo-American cultural        
traditions and the musics that developed from them will be examined, as well as how they function and are 
expressed in present day New Orleans. Styles covered will include jazz, r&b/funk, Cajun, zydeco, brass bands, 
and Mardi Gras Indians music. The affects of Hurricane Katrina on the culture and music of New Orleans will 
also be considered. The course will culminate with a trip to the French Quarter Festival in New Orleans during 
April break to experience the music and culture first hand.  (This seminar has an additional $700 course fee.) 

All Grown Up? Exploring Your Quarter Life Crisis through Psychology and Literature   Instructor: Gina Mireault 
M/W 1:00-2:15 MCC 101 XXX-XXXX-XXX 
 

The purpose of this course is to explore young adult developmental change through characters in literature.  Using their 
experiences and stories, we will examine the central forces in identity development including separation and  affiliation, 
religion and spirituality, intimacy and sexuality, culture, work, and family. Students will be encouraged to examine  their 
own developmental challenges and opportunities by observing parallel  psychological processes in these literary        
counterparts.   



The Long Emergency and the Coming War       Instructor: Bou-Nacklie 
M/W 8:30-9:45 LLC 212  HUM-1040-J01 

 

This cross-cultural and inter-disciplinary course will range widely to discuss, among other topics: terrorism, weapons of  
mass destruction, black and white slavery, civil wars, resource depletion, the poisoning of seas and pollution of the air, the 
warming planet and its multiple consequences.  We shall also discuss the diseases of the Third World, its governments, the 
legacy of imperialism, its large and close-knit families and their struggles, the corruption, the inhumanity, the squalor, the 
cultures, the educational systems, and religions. 

Hidden History of Vermont:  Class, Ethnicity and Gender      Instructor: Karen Madden 
T/TH   8:30-9:45   DEW  131   HIS-1030-J01  
 

This course will provide students with a new, more diverse  perspective on   Vermont History.  Students will begin by using interviews to discover their own 
history in terms of class, ethnicity and gender, and then reach out in the larger world that includes the JSC community, Lamoille County and the state of  
Vermont.  Guest speakers and field trips will provide students with first-hand information on how class,  gender and ethnicity shape  the   
experience of Vermonters.   

If I Canõt Dance - Keep Your Revolution       Instructor: Maris Wolff 
W 4:00-6:45 MCC 211 DAN-1210-J01 
 

History is not just about important revolutions, battles, politicians and changing borders.  It is also about  
everyday people, and what is important in their everyday lives.  This course is a multicultural exploration of 
the simple things that give people pleasure: their dance, games, social activities, cuisine; some of the things 
ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȢ  7Å ÓÅÅ ÈÏ× ÇÅÏÇÒÁÐÈÙȟ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅȟ ×ÏÒËȟ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȾÒÉÔÕÁÌȟ ÇÅÎÄÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÅ ÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ Á ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÃÕÓÔÏÍÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ 
various  cultures of people around the globe.  This course celebrates what Emma Goldman called 
ȰÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌȟ ÒÁÄÉÁÎÔ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȱȢ  

Left of the Dial          Instructor: Joe Farara 
F  10:00-12:45 LLC 143/144 THA-1710-J01 
 

Left of the Dial will ground students in the history of radio broadcasting in America, with special attention paid to the role 
college and community stations have had in shaping it. Students will match this background with hands-on broadcasting 
experience at WJSC, the Johnson State College radio station.  

The Vampire in Western Culture        Instructor: Sharon Twigg 
T/TH 1:00-2:15 BEN 315  ENG-1710-J01 

         

This course focuses on the vampire in Western culture in order to ask the questions how and why does a culture   
create outsiders, exiles, and scapegoats? Why has the vampire become a figure that fires our imaginations, our 
fears, and our desires? We will consider folklore, history, geography, literature, and film to study the cultural appeal 
of the vampire from the eighteenth to the twenty-first century, although the majority of the course will focus on the 
ÌÁÔÔÅÒ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÈÒÏÎÏÌÏÇÙȢ 7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅ Á ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÓÙÃÈÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÔÈÅÏÒÉÅÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ &ÒÅÕÄȭÓ 
idea of the uncanny, to gain insight into why the vampire has remained a figure of attraction (or revulsion) for  
centuries. Bram Stoker's Dracula, largely responsible for Western ideas about the vampire, will be our central text.  

Perfect Body /Perfect Exercise         Instructor: Maris Wolff 
T 10:00-12:45 MCC  211  DAN-1710-J01 

 

 

This course examines body image and exercise through history and across cultures. It also explores some of the many  
ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÁÎÄ ȰÆÉÔÎÅÓÓȱ and why they are good for us. There will be a practical component to each class.  


